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Rational Thinking on the Development of Characteristic Towns
from the “Action—-Rules” Perspective

DUAN JinGun XUAN Ze-syuan ZHAI Ling—xin
( Dongwu Business School Soochow University Suzhou Jiangsu 215001 China)

Abstract: As a new type of production and lifestyle characteristic towns play an important role in promoting
urbanization promoting urban—rural integration and accelerating economic transformation and upgrading.
However the boom in the construction of characteristic towns has also revealed many problems such as “real
estate” too hasty and too fast and chaotic operation. The development of characteristic towns requires rational
thinking. This article analyzes the background connotation success and failure reasons of characteristic towns
from the perspective of “action-rules” and believes that characteristic towns as a new form of industrial space
organization are self-organizing systems formed by individual actions and action coordination and their
characteristics are inherent in self-organizing systems which are dynamic and evolutionary. Successful
characteristic towns give full play to the role of the market and the subjective initiative of individuals especially
the entrepreneurial spirit of innovation. Failed characteristic towns have not formed a self-organizing system
supported by characteristic industries and have not given full play to the innovative role of market entities

especially entrepreneurs. Many places have turned characteristic towns into real estate treating them as empty
shells without industrial support. Therefore based on the perspective of “action-rules” characteristic towns
should adhere to the principles of rational development adaptation of policies to local conditions market
operation and government guidance reasonable planning and scientific development.
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