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“Hunan First Normal School” and the Early Collective Exploration of
Marxist Philosophy in China: Commemorating the Centenary
of the Founding of the Communist Party of China

OUYANG Ying

Abstract “Hunan First Normal School” was an important “base” for Young Mao Zedong to explore Marxist philosophy in
China. In the past people generally understood its significance from the perspective of the relationship between “Hunan First
Normal School” and growth process of young Mao Zedong’s revolutionary thought. However if it had been regarded as a group
young Mao Zedong’s exploration of Marxist Philosophy in China during the period of “Hunan First Normal School” can be regarded
as the important ideological crystallization of the early collective exploration that “Hunan First Normal School ” made about Marxist
Philosophy in China. This paper holds that there are actually two important perspectives of “totality”: one is the need to use the
perspective of “totality” to view the early collective exploration of “Hunan First Normal School” in the process of sinicization of
Marxist philosophy; the other is that we need to get rid of the fragmentary understanding about its important historical position and
role and integrate it into the overall development framework system of Marxist Philosophy in China from the perspective of
“totality”. In this way we can have a deeper understanding of the continuity of the development of Marxist philosophy in China.

Key words “Hunan First Normal School”; Mao Zedong; Marxist Philosophy in China

The Paradox of Freedom in Marxist Philosophy
ZHANG Jianyun

Abstract: Freedom seems to be a complex concept as the contradictory relationship between “two kinds of freedom” and the
problem of “freedom paradox” reveals which is in fact the result of mixing three categories “Freedom’  “Realization of Freedom”
and “View of Freedom”. As a general value “Freedom” does not exist abstractly. It always needs to get rid of restrictions and
constraints through labor and social practice in the real life. The real freedom that people enjoy in real life is the “Realization of

Freedom”. Meanwhile “Sense of Freedom” is the reflection and evaluation of freedom and its realization by the subject which is

individual and self-oriented therefore it is a pluralistic concept. The three categories are clearly distinguished and dialectically
unified on the basis of human social practice. If we judge “Realization of Freedom” and “Sense of Freedom” to be freedom in
general we will feel that there are many kinds of freedom. But still there are different definitions of freedom among different
subjects in different times which will lead to the “paradox of freedom”.

Key words: Freedom; Realization of Freedom; View of Freedom; Practice; Marxism

Marx and Engels” Critiques of Private Ownership and Their Contemporary Connotations

SHE Mingwei LU Shucheng

Abstract: The overall method of Marx and Engels” critiques of private ownership is to internalize the basic principles of
dialectical materialism and historical materialism as a weapon embodied in the use of historical materialism and surplus value theory
to analyze the capitalist mode of production and grasp the special research object of private ownership in actual production activities
and production relations. Marx and Engels went deep into capitalist commodity production they regarded men society and nature as
an organic unity and analyzed the alienation phenomenon under capitalist private ownership by essence. The contemporary
connotations of Marx and Engels” criticism of private ownership lie in revealing the laws of social development developing and
expanding the public ownership economy promoting common prosperity making substantial progress liberating people society
and nature from alienation and in sum to completely get rid of the shackles of private ownership build a union of human kind
within which completely freedom and comprehensive development are realized.

Key words: Marx and Engels; Capitalism; Private Ownership; Criticism; Contemporary Connotations



