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""Active Adjustment'': Practical Logic of Dynamic Allocation of Township
Government Responsibilities—Based on the Analysis of the Reform of Authority
Enlargement at Township Level in Guangdong Province (33)

HUANG Jianhong & YIN Wanglai

(School of Politics and Public Administration, Suzhou University, Suzhou, Jiangsu 215123, China)

Abstract: Optimizing the government responsibility system is a major reform task put forward by the
20th CPC National Congress. As the end of the administrative hierarchy, the dynamic allocation of
responsibilities of township government is the normal in the process of administrative system reform in China,
but the specific practical logic and mechanism have not been paid close attention to. Based on the theoretical
analysis framework of system—actor, this paper takes the reform of authority enlargement at township level
in Guangdong Province as the object of investigation, and puts forward the logic of "active adjustment" in
the dynamic allocation of township government responsibilities. It is found that the continuous reform of
authority enlargement at township level provides institutional space for the core actors of local governments
to reform and develop. However, this process is based on top—down campaign—style decentralization, non—
institutionalized intergovernmental decentralization, asymmetric transfer of powers and responsibilities,
unbalanced subject participation and other mechanisms. The limits of these mechanisms are likely to lead
to a series of behavioral deviations, such as rigidity of the responsibility system, failure of responsibility
commitment, failure of responsibility implementation, and mismatch of responsibility structure. Based on
the principle of local government autonomy, constructing a dynamic allocation mechanism which is coupled
by five links of government responsibilities: trigger, identification, matching, evaluation and supervision,
ensuring the initiative and autonomy of the core actors at the township level, and forming a government
responsibility system that is suitable for economic and social development are helpful for the modernization
of system and capacity for governance at the community level.

Keywords: government governance; government responsibility system; township government; dynamic

allocation of responsibilities; active adjustment; system—actor; authority enlargement at township level

How Party Building Guides and Improves Community—Level Governance Ability:
Based on the Dynamic Capability Model of
"'Adjustment—Absorption—-Reconstruction" (50)

WEN Hong & LI Fengshan

(School of Public Administration, South China University of Technology, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510640, China)

Abstract: The guidance of Party building is an important instrument for the Party to govern the country,
which helps to improve the community-level governance capacity and promote the modernization of the
community—level system and capacity for governance. Based on the theory of dynamic capability, this paper
constructs an analysis model of "adjustment—absorption—reconstruction", and makes an empirical analysis
on the case of village governance change led by Party building in G village, Foshan City. It is found that the
mechanism of improving community-level governance ability under the guidance of Party building has the

properties of dynamic evolution and correlation, and its essence is a multi-level gradual improvement process
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