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The Question of History and the Answer of Leaders: The Theory and Practice
of CPC Leaders for Avoiding History$ Cycle of Rise and Fall

Shi Zhongquan

Avoiding the historys cycle of rise and fall is a historical question for the future and a “heavenly ques—
tion” for the destiny of the Communist Party of China. Mao Zedong gave the first answer to this question in a
cave — dwelling in Yanan: that is democratic oversight of government. Xi Jinping on the occasion of the Par—
tys centennial gave the second answer: self — reform. The former created a new way to avoid the historys cy—
cle of rise and fall while the latter made a great milestone contribution to it. The two answers to the question
of history are not isolated but are interrelated with the latter constantly enriching and developing the former.
A historical examination of the historical question shows that Mao Zedongs proposal of a new road to democracy
is not the same as the absence of the idea of self — reform; Deng Xiaoping Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintaos full e—
laborations on the historical question go two ways and many of these ideas are not only the enrichment and de-
velopment of the connotation of Mao Zedongs new road to democracy but some also fall into the category of
self — reform at the same time. Xi Jinping$ second answer has also greatly enriched and developed the first an—
swer. Xi Jinping while proposing the second answer also greatly enriched and developed the first answer. By
constantly seeking answers to the question of history the Communist Party of China works to avoid the cycle of
rise and fall thus realizing its ultimate ideal. The two answers to the question of history are a great contribu—
tion to the 5 000 — year history of the Chinese nation and a great enhancement of the knowledge of the laws

governing Communist Party rule socialist development and human social development.

Xi Jinping$ Thinking on Ecological Civilization Puts the People First

Fang Shinan

The concept of putting the people first is a distinctive thread running through Xi Jinping$ thinking on eco—
logical civilization a major concept embodying the essential features and core meaning of this thinking and a
core concept for understanding the true meaning of this thinking. This thinking is a scientific thought that re—
sponds to peoples major concerns safeguards peoples eco — environmental rights and interests realizes people
§ principal values and ensures their principal status which is deeply identified with the people and fully mani-
fests the concept of putting the people first. The scientific systematic contemporary practical and truthful
characteristics of Xi Jinpings thinking on ecological civilization are closely related to subordinate to and serve

the peoples interests highlighted by the concept of putting the people first. Xi Jinping$ important statement that
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building ecological civilization is a major plan for the wellbeing of the people and the future of the nation his
important statement that eco — environmental issues are major political issues related to the mission and purpose
of the Party and major social issues related to peoples lives. His important statement on the six major princi—
ples that must be adhered to in the building of ecological civilization all fully manifest the concept of putting the

people first which is highlighted in Xi Jinpings thinking on ecological civilization.

Philosophical Reflections on the Great Historical View

Han Zhen

Xi Jinping has repeatedly stated that follow the methodology of dialectical and historical materialism es—
tablish a great historical view and understand history the times and realities with historical thinking. The
great historical view we are referring to is the Marxist view of history i.e. the materialistic historical view. It
requires us to observe social development in a longer historical period observe specific events in a broader in—
ternational perspective study historical material in a broader field and think about problem — solving strate—
gies with a greater systemic view overall view and strategic way of thinking. Only in this way can we through
diverse and complex historical phenomena grasp the essential values and intrinsic requirements of the main
theme of historical development analyze the evolutionary mechanism of social development and change un-
derstand the movement of contradictions and development laws of human history stand on the right side of his—

tory and promote the progress of human social and historical development with the spirit of historical initia—

tive.

The Socialist Development Path of Great Powers: How to Leap over

the Caudine Forks of Capitalism

Chen Jian & Zhang Xu

The idea of socialism leaping over the Caudine Forks of capitalism proposed by Marx and Engels is based
on the historical condition that the socialist revolution occurs first in the capitalist developed countries. In prac—
tice backward countries carry out socialist revolution and construction first and they must absorb the positive
achievements of contemporary capitalism to leap over the Caudine Forks. To achieve this they must partici—
pate in the world market dominated by capitalism. The Marxist world market theory provides a scientific expla—
nation for this. The capitalist world market has the dual nature of promoting the development of productive
forces and plundering the backward countries. When a great power chooses socialism to maintain independ—
ence it is easier to participate in the world market by virtue of its advantages of economies of scale and eco—
nomic agglomeration and it can also more effectively resist the predatory side of capital. In the way of partici—

pating in the world market from participating in the complete world market to upholding the complete world
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