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On Historical Materialism and Contemporary Value of "Two Firsts"
DAI Mingxin"*, FANG Shinan®
(1.School of Marxism, Changshu Institute of Technology, Changshu 215500;
2. School of Marxism, Soochow University, Suzhou 215006, China)

Abstract: As an important part of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, the
crucial statement of "Two Firsts"(people first and life first)inherits and develops the basic principles of historical
materialism, and it has very significant contemporary value. The crucial statement of "Two Firsts" fully demonstrates
that the people are the main body, power and purpose of social development from the three aspects of the people as
the main body of practice, the main body of value and the main body of interests, enriching the basic point of view
of historical materialism that people are the creators of history. The crucial statement of "Two Firsts" profoundly
embodies the ideological implications that human existence and development are the core and ultimate goal of social
development, and that social development must constantly create conditions for human existence and development,
enriching the historical materialism about human freedom and comprehensive development. The crucial statement
of "Two Firsts" also points out the direction of the survival and development of all mankind from the height of world
history, enriching the basic ideas of historical materialism about world history.

Key words: Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era; people first; life first;

historical materialism
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