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Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Humanistic Economics
in the Perspective of ‘“‘Action-Rule-Space”

DUAN [Jin-jun
(Research Center for Urbanization with Chinese Characteristics/Institute of Humanistic Economics,

Soochow University, Suzhou Jiangsu 215123, China)

Abstract: Western mainstream economic theories have made great contributions to the development of human
society, but today they are facing more and more challenges because their basic assumption of “rational man”
makes their theoretical system increasingly lack the concept of human being. We need to transform the “rational
man” hypothesis into the “action man” hypothesis, from the “action-rule-space” three-dimensional perspective,
to think about the development of future economics and humanistic economics. The transformation from a
“rational man” to a real “action man” has given the subject concept of humanistic economics, because without a
real action man, it is difficult to promote high-quality development and become a dynamic theoretical system.
Second, action people have their own goals and means, and in order to achieve their own goals, it is necessary to
solve the problem of coordination with other action people, and this coordination must be done through general
rules, which arise from the long-term game among a large number of micro individuals, which gives the
connotation of the rules of humanistic economics. Finally, it is necessary to give the spatial dimension of
humanistic economics, which is the inevitable logic and practical deduction of individual actions and action
coordination. Without a spatial dimension, humanistic economics is difficult to implement and becomes an
abstract concept. In short, thinking about the development of humanistic economics from the three-dimensional
perspective of “action-rule-space” can reveal the scientific connotation of humanistic economics and promote
China’ s high-quality development in the new era.

Key words: action; rule; space; humanistic economics; high-quality development
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