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Striving for Equal Treatment: Struggle of Private Universities for the Return of
Boxer Indemnity From 1924 to 1926
JIN Guo, TANG Ya
(School of Education, Soochow University, Suzhou 215123, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: During the Republic of China period, the Beijing Government promulgated a series of laws and
regulations that granted "legitimacy" to the operation of private universities, but consistently placed them in a
"auxiliary" position relative to national universities. This "auxiliary" role implied a ranking of "priority" and
"inferiority", and made it difficult for private universities to enjoy a "generally equal" status with national
universities. This positioning of private universities during the early Republican period to some extent constrained
their survival and development, exacerbating their operational difficulties. This article takes the example of the
return of boxer indemnity from 1924 to 1926, which involved the efforts of private universities to obtain the return
of funds owed to them by France (referred to as "the Tuition"), to present the unequal treatment that private
universities faced in the allocation of funds, as well as the efforts and attempts they made to strive for equal
treatment with national universities. The exploration of this issue is helpful for analyzing the survival difficulties of
private universities during the early Republican period from an institutional perspective, and objectively evaluating
their contributions to education.
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