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the rhetorical knowledge production of the Faust’s era. Still, it lurks in some aspects with more seri-
ous dangers. In the face of the current dilemma of large language model knowledge production, we
need to shift from a purely micro-technological perspective to a hermeneutical perspective based on
meaning understanding. This shift would allow us to assess the future development path of the model
development in terms of technological and social impact according to the needs for the survival of hu-
man beings. This will enable us to develop understandable, explainable and responsible Al that can
mitigate potential harm to humanity.

Key words: large language models (LLMs) ; knowledge production; meaning understanding;

rhetoric; hermeneutic
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“Circular Innovation” ; A Study on the Micro-Mechanism
of Institutional Innovation in PFTZs.
Analysis based on Suzhou PFTZ Innovation Practice

Huang Jianhong & Chen Weiguang

Abstract; Why have PFTZs been able to produce so many institutional innovations in a short
period of time? The case study of Suzhou PFTZs shows that “circular innovation” constitutes the
dominant narrative of institutional innovation in PFTZs at the micro level. Based on the analysis of
actor network theory, it is found that circular innovation is the organised and strategisation of innova-
tion behaviours of multiple actors with a ceutral axis of circular interaction and relational accomoda-
tion ; the actor network constructed by multiple actors through circular interaction is the structural ba-
sis of circular innovation; driven by the dominant strategies of core actors, circular innovation oper-
ates continuously along the stages of problem concretisation, interest-relatedness, and recruitment
and mobilisation; multiple actors are continuously working in the stages of problem concretisation,
interest-relatedness, recruitment and mobilisation; circular innovation has been the dominant narra-
tive at the micro level. The non-equilibrium relationship between multiple actors in the circular in-
teraction determines that the results of circular innovation will inecitablu be differentiated into various
types of innoration, such as empowerment, cooperation and integration. The intrinsic correlation be-
tween process and result shows that under the domination of the logic of selective adjustment of rela-
tionship, circular innovation has obvious constraints while stimulating innovation vitality. For this
reason, the continuous promotion of institutional innovation in PFTZs should focus on the systematic
reengineering and in-depth linkage of structure, process, mechanism and other dimensions, so as to
construct a benign institutional growth mechanism and innovation ecology.

Key words: circular innovation; PFTZs; institutional innovation mechanism; actor network
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