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Analysis of the Policy Agenda of Compulsory Institutional Transition
in Transforming Independent Colleges: Based on Perspective
of Multi-stream Theory

WANG Jiali' & WANG Yitao®

(1. Office of Research, Hongde Liberal Art College of Inner Mongolia, Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, 010000, China;
2. School of Education, Soochow University, Suzhou, Jiangsu, 215123, China)

Abstract: Independent colleges’ transition exhibits distinct characteristics of compulsory institutional change, and the multi-
stream theory can explain why the transition of independent colleges has been included in the policy agenda for compulsory institu-
tional change. The problems arising from the shortcomings of independent college systems and the legitimacy challenges brought
about by the new laws and policies on non-governmental education constitute the problem stream. The push from experts, think
tanks, and media bias in public opinion forms the policy stream, while the transformation of the party and government’s governing
principles and the judgments and perceptions of key decision-makers regarding independent colleges constitute the political
stream. The coupling of these three streams leads to the eventual opening of the policy window. One of the requirements for the
modernization of China’s education governance system and capacity is to eliminate the institutional shortcomings within existing
education systems and structures, that do not align with the needs of the people and the direction of educational development. Of-
ten, this necessitates compulsory institutional change to be achieved.

Key words: non-government higher education; independent college; transforming; multi-stream theory; institutional change;
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On Mou Zongsan’s Philosophy

TAO Qing

(Institute of Philosophy, Anhui Academy of Social Sciences, Hefei, Anhui, 230051, China)

Abstract: Mou Zongsan’s philosophical views, characterized by his dedication to bridging Confucianism, Buddhism, Daoism,
and integrating Eastern, Western, and Marxist thoughts, are intriguing and invite further exploration. Mou Zongsan’s research
methods and intellectual journey have paved a wide path for the modernization of traditional Chinese philosophy, offering new
breakthroughs and growth points in the context of globalization. However, due to Mou Zongsan’s ideological opposition to Marxist
philosophy and his utilitarian interpretation of Kantian philosophy for his own purposes, his efforts to blend Eastern and Western
thought, as well as incorporating Marxism, unavoidably have fundamental limitations and subjectivity. Among these, his interpre-
tation and reconstruction of the concept of “freedom” stand out as particularly noteworthy. On one hand, Mou Zongsan transcends
Marxist philosophy’s “practice” with the idea of the “subjective root of extremely high moral practice” as the driving force and
means to achieve “freedom” , leaving the puzzle of “how thoughts can change reality” unresolved. On the other hand, he re-
places Kantian philosophy’s concept of “free will” with the notion of the “infinite mind of freedom” to demonstrate the objectivity
of freedom and moral laws themselves. In doing so, he treads a path already explored by Kantian philosophy, which sought to o-
vercome and transcend both idealistic and empirical moral philosophy. Mou Zongsan’s efforts in modernizing traditional Chinese
philosophy serve as an inspiration to the world: the constructive interaction and innovation among the Eastern, Western, and
Marxist philosophies are the necessary and correct path toward modernizing and globalizing Chinese traditional philosophy. How-
ever, while walking this correct path, it is still essential to constantly pay attention to the signposts and milestones along the way,
ensuring that the journey on the necessary path remains in the right direction and avoids retracing the mistakes of predecessors.
Key words: Mou Zongsan; philosophical view; Chinese philosophy; Kantian philosophy; freedom; practice; round and kind
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