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The Transition of Public Independent Colleges: Dilemma, Paths and Countermeasures
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Abstract: The transition of independent colleges is a great task of Chinese higher education reform at present.
As public independent college is an important type of independent colleges, its transition faces more challenges. In
order to promote the transition of public independent colleges, it is imperative to create new school-running systems
and patterns. It should be encouraged that different regions can adopt flexible policy measures and management
systems. Public independent colleges can be transformed into private universities founded by public authorities,
private universities without host, mixed—ownership colleges, or the third path of school-running. In order to expedite
the transition process, the top—level design should be improved and the consensus on transition should be reached.
It is necessary to obtain the support from the provincial and municipal governments, thereby reinforcing the motives
for institutional change. Finally, it is necessary to prevent and resolve risks so as to protect the interests of teachers
and students.
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